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We Need Your Help!

What is it about?

We are asking you to help us figure out how children and young people’s brains react to things around them. In particular, we are interested in what the brain does when it sees emotional faces or has to pay attention to changing pictures. How the brain reacts to the faces, pictures or situations we show in the scanner can relate to how people usually behave in real life situations. Some children may have problems with their behaviour, whereas other children and young people may feel more anxious about things around them. We believe this study will help us better understand how children/young people think, feel emotions, and behave; it will also help us to understand what is responsible for differences between different individuals. We hope that in the future, results from this study will help us to understand how to better help children and young people when they have difficulties. 
What happens to the findings?

All of the information we gather is confidential, meaning we won’t give your individual results to anyone else. This includes the picture of your brain, information about your behaviour, and information we collect about your home environment. The results will be looked at in detail and be used to help write reports for scientific journals. No individual data will be reported. This means that we are interested in how children do in general and that we will not look at your results alone.
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What will we be doing?
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The two games that you will be playing are not very hard. In the first one we will ask you to look at some faces and decide which direction the female face is leaning. In the second study we will ask you to look at some pictures of hands or feet in mild discomfort or in neutral situations and ask you to decide if the picture shows a hand or foot. You will have a chance to practice both of these tasks before you go in the scanner so that you are comfortable with what you have to do when you are in the scanner. For the rest of the testing session you will be watching a DVD.
When we take pictures of your brain with the MRI machine we will ask you to lie down and keep very still for several minutes.  You can blink your eyes, but if you move your head, it might make the picture fuzzy (a bit like what would happen if you moved when a friend was taking a photo of you).  

The scanner can be pretty loud, but we will give you earplugs and headphones to protect your ears. You will also be able to talk to the research team through a microphone in the scanner.
Outside the scanner

Outside the scanner, we will ask you some questions about your home environment. These questions will concern statements about your family and how often certain events typically occur (e.g. how often your parents praise you when you behave well or how often your parents take away privileges from you as a punishment). We will also ask you some questions about emotion recognition (e.g. fear, happiness) and give you some simple word and shape puzzles.
Do I have to take part?

This project is voluntary. If you do not want to take part, let your parents know and they will tell us. Even if you decide to take part, you can stop at any time. Please remember to tell your parents if you are afraid of small spaces or loud noise, as this might mean that it is best for you not to take part.

Your brain

You may be curious to see what your brain looks like. If you decide to take part in the study, we will send you a CD with the pictures we took of your brain. These will look like the picture shown above. The CD will also contain software which will let you look through the different slices of your brain!
Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet. 

You and your family’s help make our research possible.
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Please tick appropriate box:

Yes, I would like to take part in this study 

No, I do not want to take part in this study

If Yes, please complete the following:

1. I have read the Information Sheet about the xxx study or 

someone has read it for me.


2. I understand that I do not have to take part in this study if I do not want to.

3. I understand that I can leave from a session at any time without giving a reason.

4. I have had the opportunity to ask any questions I wish to ask. 




5. I have access to the names and telephone numbers of the research team in case 

I have any questions in the future. 



My Name:







Signature:





    Date: 


 

	Investigator’s Statement

	I  ……………………………………………………………………..

confirm that I have carefully explained the purpose of the study to the participant and outlined any reasonably foreseeable risks or benefits (where applicable). 

	
	Signed:
	Date:
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We would like to take a picture of your brain in our Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) machine while you are playing some games, or when you are lying still and watching a DVD. If you want, your parent or guardian can stay with you while we take the picture of your brain.





Here is a picture of what our MRI machine looks like.


     You will lie inside the tube with your legs sticking out.





Here is what the picture of what the brain looks like inside our heads.
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