

**This is a template form and must be tailored to meet the needs of your study and should be displayed on departmental headed paper.

CONSENT FORM FOR [INSERT TARGET GROUP IN RESEARCH STUDIES	Comment by Author: The Consent Form must be in language which is appropriate for the age and maturity of the individual signing the form.  It should not contain any exculpatory language in which the participant is made to waive his/her rights.  The final draft should be reviewed for grammatical and typographic errors.	Comment by Author: Target group of participants – for example whether an adult or child (with consent form for children adapted s that it is written in language that children can understand), school teacher or head teacher etc. The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will bring in special protection for children’s personal data, particularly in the context of commercial internet services such as social networking.  If you are intending to collect information about children – in the UK this will probably be defined as anyone under 13 – then you will need a parent/guardian’s consent in order to process their personal data lawfully unless the processing is related to preventative or counselling services offered directly to a child. 

Please complete this form after you have read the Information Sheet and/or listened to an explanation about the research.

Title of Study: ____________________________________________________________________________
Department: ______________________________________________________________________________
Name and Contact Details of the Researcher(s):________________________________________________
Name and Contact Details of the Principal Researcher: __________________________________________	Comment by Author: For student projects it is important to include the name of the PR i.e. the student’s supervisor. 
Name and Contact Details of the UCL Data Protection Officer: ____________________________________
This study has been approved by the UCL Research Ethics Committee: Project ID number: ___________

Thank you for considering taking part in this research.  The person organising the research must explain the project to you before you agree to take part.  If you have any questions arising from the Information Sheet or explanation already given to you, please ask the researcher before you decide whether to join in.  You will be given a copy of this Consent Form to keep and refer to at any time.

I confirm that I understand that by ticking/initialling each box below I am consenting to this element of the study.  I understand that it will be assumed that unticked/initialled boxes means that I DO NOT consent to that part of the study.  I understand that by not giving consent for any one element that I may be deemed ineligible for the study.

	
	
	Tick Box

	1. 
	*I confirm that I have read and understood the Information Sheet for the above study.  I have had an opportunity to consider the information and what will be expected of me.  I have also had the opportunity to ask questions which have been answered to my satisfaction

[and would like to take part in (please tick one or more of the following) 	Comment by Author: Delete, amend or use as appropriate if there are multiple activities involved in the study as under the new GDPR active (tick box) consent is required for each separate processing activity.  Consent will not be valid if several purposes have been unnecessarily bundled together so that an individual has to accept all of them or none of them. 
· a group discussion
· an individual interview
· a joint interview]
 
	 


	2. 
	*I understand that I will be able to withdraw my data up to [insert date if stated on the Information Sheet] OR [insert text clearly defining time limit e.g. 4 weeks after interview]
	

	3. 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]*I consent to participate in the study. I understand that my personal information (provide information on what personal information specifically will be collected) will be used for the purposes explained to me.  I understand that according to data protection legislation, ‘public task’ will be the lawful basis for processing.
	

	4. 
	Use of the information for this project only	Comment by Author: Include information about the security of the data, information about cookies used by a website (if applicable) 

*I understand that all personal information will remain confidential and that all efforts will be made to ensure I cannot be identified (unless you state otherwise, because of the research design or except as required by law). 	Comment by Author: Limits to confidentiality statements to use as appropriate.  For example: 
I understand that assurances on confidentiality will be strictly adhered to unless evidence of wrongdoing or potential harm is uncovered.  In such cases I may be obliged to contact relevant statutory bodies/agencies.
I understand that confidentiality will be maintained as far as possible, unless during our conversation I hear anything which makes me worried that someone might be in danger of harm, I might have to inform relevant agencies of this.
I understand that confidentiality cannot be guaranteed during the [focus group/team work/intervention/..]
I understand that confidentiality cannot be guaranteed; due to the limited size of the participant sample.
I understand that confidentiality will be respected subject to legal constraints and professional guidelines
I understand that confidentiality will be respected unless there are compelling and legitimate reasons for this to be breached.  If this was the case we would inform you of any decision that might limit your confidentiality.
I understand that confidentiality may be limited and conditional given that you have a duty of report to the relevant authorities possible harm/danger to participants or others.  


I understand that my data gathered in this study will be stored anonymously and securely.  It will not be possible to identify me in any publications.	Comment by Author: Please note that these statements are examples only. You will need to consider whether your research data will be anonymised or pseudonymised, and explain this to participants in this section.

OR
Anonymity is optional for this research.  Please select from the following 3 options:
(a) I agree for my real name and role/affiliation to be used in connection with any words I have said or information I have passed on.
(b) I request that my comments are presented anonymously but give permission to connect my role/affiliation with my comments (but not the title of my position).
(c) I request that my comments are presented anonymously with no mention of my role/affiliation. 
	

	5. 
	*I understand that my information may be subject to review by responsible individuals from the University (to include sponsors and funders) for monitoring and audit purposes.	Comment by Author: Add text in brackets if appropriate or else delete. 
	

	6. 
	*I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason, [without the care I receive or my legal rights being affected].	Comment by Author: Delete, amend or use the text in brackets as appropriate.
Studies involving deception – you will need to consider whether to add a clause that if the study involves deception that participants can have the option to withdraw the data they have provided once they know the true purpose of the research, particularly if it is of a sensitive nature. 
I understand that if I decide to withdraw, any personal data I have provided up to that point will be deleted unless I agree otherwise.
	

	7. 
	I understand the potential risks of participating and the support that will be available to me should I become distressed during the course of the research. 
	

	8. 
	I understand the direct/indirect benefits of participating. 	Comment by Author: If no benefits accrue to participants you could refer to larger societal benefits or delete this statement and instead state: ‘No promise or guarantee of benefits have been made to encourage you to participate.’
	

	9. 
	I understand that the data will not be made available to any commercial organisations but is solely the responsibility of the researcher(s) undertaking this study. 
	

	10. 
	I understand that I will not benefit financially from this study or from any possible outcome it may result in in the future. 
	

	11. 
	I understand that I will be compensated for the portion of time spent in the study (if applicable) or fully compensated if I choose to withdraw. 
	

	12. 
	I agree that my [anonymised] [pseudonymised] research data may be used by others for future research. [No one will be able to identify you when this data is shared.] 	Comment by Author: The terminology used should accurately reflect the status of the information that will be used. Data should be fully anonymised where possible.

	

	13. 
	I understand that the information I have submitted will be published as a report and I wish to receive a copy of it.  Yes/No
	

	14. 
	I consent to my interview being audio/video recorded and understand that the recordings will be:	Comment by Author: Delete statements that are not appropriate. 
EITHER
· destroyed within [insert text defining the time e.g. x weeks/months after the data has been collected or following transcription.] or destroyed immediately following transcription. 
OR
· Stored anonymously, using password-protected software and will be used for training, quality control, audit and specific research purposes. 

To note: If you do not want your participation recorded you can still take part in the study.

	

	15. 
	I hereby confirm that I understand the inclusion criteria as detailed in the Information Sheet and explained to me by the researcher.
	

	16. 
	I hereby confirm that:

(a) I understand the exclusion criteria as detailed in the Information Sheet and explained to me by the researcher; and

(b) I do not fall under the exclusion criteria. 
	

	17. 
	I agree that my GP may be contacted if any unexpected results are found in relation to my health.
	

	18. 
	I have informed the researcher of any other research in which I am currently involved or have been involved in during the past 12 months.
	

	19. 
	I am aware of who I should contact if I wish to lodge a complaint. 
	

	20. 
	I voluntarily agree to take part in this study. 
	

	21. 
	Use of information for this project and beyond 	Comment by Author: Include detail of how the personal information provided will be used and how long the personal data will be stored.  

I would be happy for the data I provide to be archived at [insert location].	Comment by Author: More detail can be provided here so that decisions can be made separately about audio, video, 
Transcripts etc.


I understand that other authenticated researchers will have access to my [anonymised] [pseudonymised] data. 	Comment by Author: Include detail of the recipients of the data to satisfy Research Council funded projects as Research Councils have changed their guidance regarding data sharing AND also to satisfy new data protection legislation – see ethics application guidelines for more information on ‘privacy notices’. 

	

	22. 
	Overseas Transfer of Data [if applicable]	Comment by Author: To note: The transfer of personal data outside of the EEA is prohibited unless certain conditions are met (adequacy). Researchers will need to review their intended flows of personal data outside of the EEA and consider what mechanisms they have in place to comply with the GDPR.  If you are intending to transfer personal data outside the EEA and the country has not been deemed to offer an adequate level of protection you will need to ensure that the transfer meets one of the requirements of the GDPR.  Derogations (exemptions) - explicit consent is one such derogation.  If you know from the outset of the research that you intend to transfer personal data to another country you should inform data subjects of this and seek consent.
I understand that my personal data will be transferred …….and the following safeguards will be put in place ……………

	



If you would like your contact details to be retained so that you can be contacted in the future by UCL researchers who would like to invite you to participate in follow up studies to this project, or in future studies of a similar nature, please tick the appropriate box below.

	
	Yes, I would be happy to be contacted in this way
	

	
	No, I would not like to be contacted
	



_________________________	________________	___________________
Name of participant	Date	Signature

_________________________	________________	___________________
Name of witness 	Date	Signature	Comment by Author: Use for certain classes of participants. 
(If applicable)
	Comment by Author: Delete if not appropriate (i.e. if researcher will not be present when the form is signed).  
_________________________	________________	___________________
Researcher	Date	Signature





UCL Research Ethics Committee
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